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INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ELECTION MANIFESTO- 2017

The Indian National Congress (INC) is not only the oldest national
Political Party in the Country but it is also one of the largest political
parties in the world. It is a mass based party. In view of the supreme
sacrifices made by many leaders of the party and its struggle in
association with the masses, the Country could be liberated from the
yoke of British Rule.

After getting independence on 15th August, 1947 under the
guidance of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, Pandit Jawaharial
Nehru, a towering personality and a man of extraordinary vision, not
only unified the Country but also laid a long term policy framework for
the development of the country and for making the country self-reliant.

The successive governments, particularly the government led by
Smt. Indira Gandhi and Shri Rajiv Gandhi, carried forward earlier policies
and could make the Country self-reliant in many areas particularly in
foodgrains production. By lowering the voting age from 21 to 18 years
and also by amending the Panchayati Raj Act, the trust of democracy
reached the grassroot level and the hands of the youth were
strengthened. In foreign policy, our relations with others were
strengthened.

In UPA-I&ll, under the able leadership of Smt. Sonia Gandhi,
Chairperson and Congress President and Dr. Manmohan Singh, the
then Prime Minister of the country, IT and Science & Technology were
revolutionised. Through its economic liberalisation, the growth rates of
the Country’s economy became one of the highest in the world. With
the introduction of Right to Information Act, transparency in the
Govemnance has made the administration accountable and a landmark
has been created by bringing in the National Food Security Act. Hunger
has been conquered and starvation has become a thing of the past.



In the comittee of Nations, India has started playing a prominent
role. Today, India occupies an important place in all prominent
international fora across the world.

In Manipur in particular, remarkable achievements have taken
place in the last 15 years of Congress Government. The growth has
been inclusive and has touched the life of all across the State.
Balanced development of hill and valley areas, accompanied by
several initiatives, aimed at ushering peace in the State, has taken
place.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CONGRESS
GOVERNMENT IN THE LAST 5 (FIVE) YEARS:

1.  While India recorded a growth rate of about 7%, the State of
Manipur recorded a growth rate of about 10% higher than that
of the national average.

2. Fortaking speedy development to the far flung and remote areas
and to ensure inclusive growth, 7 (Seven) new districts (Jiribam,
Kangpokpi, Kakching, Kamjong, Tengnoupal, Pherzawl, Noney)
were created, fulfilling the long cherished demands of the people
of the State.

3. Implemented the National Food Security Act w.e.f. 01.04.2016.

4. Manipur Technical University, Manipur University of Culture and
Manipur Film and Television Institute were established in 2016.

5. Indian Institute of Information Technology (IlIT) was established
in the State and commenced regular sessions from 2015.
Dhanamanjuri College has been upgraded to Dhanamanijuri
University through an Act.

10.

To promote quality education for minority Muslims :- (i) Azad
High School, Yairipok (ii) Bengoon High School, Mayang Imphal
(iii) Sangaiyumpham High School, Sangaiyumpham and (iv)
Abdul Ali High Madrassa, Lilong were upgraded to Higher
Secondary Schools. Abdul Ali Higher Secondary Madrassa
especially caters to Minority Muslim Girls.

Infrastructure and other facilities including manpower have been
augmented in schools and colleges across the State, leading to
an estimated increase in the literacy level from 77% to 81% in
the last five years. Enrolment of elementary stage students
increased by 28.03%, number of Primary Schools increased by
36%, Upper Primary and Junior High Schools increased by 25%
over the last decade.

Enrolment in Colleges increased by 80% during the last 5 years.
In addition to implementing the 6th Pay Commission for the
Government Colleges, the age of retirement of College
Professors was raised from 60 to 65 years.

Health Sector continues to witness several initiatives leading to
overall improvement in all health indicators of the State. Infant
Mortality and Maternal Mortality rates are the least in the Country.
The IMR for the State reached single digit for the first time,
being the best in the country yet again. The number of doctors,
including specialists, nurses and other paramedical staff
significantly increased. The doctors to population and beds to
population ratio is amongst the best in the country. The Congress
Government has consciously provided about 4% of the GSDP
for the health sector as compared to the national average of
1.8%.
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offering specialist services and catering to an average OPD
load of 1500 per day. PG courses have also commenced in
several disciplines and the intake capacity for MBBS students

is likely to increase from 100 to 150 in the near future.

Infrastructure sector has witnessed phenomenal growth under
the Congress Government. In the Power sector the availability
of energy supply is for 20-24 hours compared to 6-8 hours in
2002. The prepaid metering model, with about 3.1 lakh prepaid
meters installed, has become 3 model for the entire country.
The infrastructure created in Power sector will cater to the State's
requirement for the next 3 decades and is considered the best
in North East India.

Road connectivity, particularly in the hills, has improved
tremendousfy. Under PMGSY alone, till Phase X, a total length
of about 6700km, of which 5052km in hill and 1648km in the
Valley at a total cost of Rs. 2331 Crores (Rs. 1764 Crores in
Hills and Rs. 567 Crores for Valley) has been taken up of which
73% of work is completed. In terms of performance &

‘implementation, Manipur stood first in NE region and 4th on all

India basis. Construction of Bishnupur - Nungba Road (Tongjei
Maril-Old Cachar Road), as committed in the election manifesto
of 2012 is nearing completion. An ADB assisted project on

~Thoubal, Kasom Khullen Road is also in an advanced stage of

completion. Construction of Imphal - Kangchup—Tameng!ong-
Haflong Road improved the connectivity.

Several infrastructure works viz Mini Secretariat buildings in
districts, new district hospital buildings, Administrative cum
Academic Block and other infrastructure at JNIMS, State-of-
the-art Information Technology Park and development of
infrastructure in 27 TD Blocks under Tribal Inclusive Growth
Plan have been Successfully completed. New Civil Secretariat

Complex at Mantripukhri is nearing to completion. For promotion of
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industrial development and entrepreneurship, Food Park and
new Industrial Esates were established in € (six) District
Headquarters to serve as production centers for local
entrepreneurs. Integrated Check post at Moreh is almost
completed to promote border Trade with Myanmar and other
ASIAN countries.

Thoubal Multi-Purpose Project/Mapithel Dam and Dolaithabi
Project are 98% completed.

Imphal Airport upgraded to an international airport in 2013 and
additional 500 acres of land has been handed over to AAl to
upgrade the facilities. Several Tourism Projects completed and
arrival of domestic and foreign tourists increased manifold.

For establishment of National Sports University, Congress
government has handed over 336.93 acres in Thoubal district
to the Central government in August 2015. On identification
again by Central government for land at alternate location of
Koutruk, Imphal West District, the Congress Government
handed over 325.90 acres of land to the Central Government
authorities in December 2016 for establishment of National

Sports University. :

About 14000 ha of gross area brought under irrigation which
will be significantly increased upon commissioning of the
Thoubal and Dolaithabi projects which are almost completed.
Productivity of paddy and pulses in the State is 2640 Kg/Ha
950 Kg/Ha, higher than the All India average of 2424 Kg/Ha
and 764 Kg/Ha respectively. Similarly, fish production and fish
seed production has also recorded a significant increase. Under
Horticulture, production of cash crops has also increased leading
to better returns to the farmers.



IF VOTED TO POWER, THE CONGRESS PARTY WILL
TAKE UP THE FOLLOWING ON TOP PRIORITY

The Congress Party will urge the Centre to provide constitutional
safeguards for the territorial integrity of Manipur.

Further improvement of law and order will be a major priority.
With the law and order situation being significantly improved,
the Congress Government will strive for removal of AFSPA from
the remaining part of the State as had been done in case of 7
Assembly Segments.

Providing employment of minimum 300,000 educated
un-employed youths through skill development over a period of
next 5 (five) years will be accorded the highest priority. Sectors
.like Tourism, IT, Health, Manufacturing, particularly in the Micro
and SSI sectors related to Agriculture, Floriculture, Horticulture,
Sericulture, Food Processing, Fisheries, Veterinary and Animal
Husbandry will be accorded priority through appropriate Skill
Development with involvement of Government, Public and
Private sectors.

Will promote local entrepreneur and investment in the State
through the notified Manipur Start Up Policy.

Will provide drinking water to all households in the State 2022.

Imphal City will be made garbage free, with a clean and pollution
free environment. Efforts will also be made to complete the ring
road and provide sufficient parking along the main roads of
Imphal City. To ease overcrowding, satellite towns will be
developed. Free wi-fi and internet connectivity will be provided
in Imphal Municipal Corporation area and will be expanded to
other Town areas including Hill Districts Head Quarters to make
Manipur fully Digital Manipur.
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In health sector, besides upgrading facilities at District Hospitals/
CHCs/PHCs/PHSCs, new centers will be opened in the remote
and uncovered areas. Till such time permanent health facilities
are introduced mobile units will be placed into service for the
interior areas. Free medical services, free medicines and free
diagnostic services will be extended through all government
medical centers of the State. Efforts will be made to eradicate
incidence of HIV/AIDS/HEPc.

With extension of Railway Line upto Imphal by 2022 efforts will
be made for extension of Railway Line upto Moreh to further
connect with Mandalay in Myanmar and other ASIAN countries.

The infrastructure of schools and colleges will be upgraded and
will target to achieve literacy rate of 100% by 2022. At least one
Higher Secondary School in each Assembly Constituency shall
be established.

Thrust will be given to development of horticulture, floriculture,
spices and medicinal plants particularly in plantation of cash
crops in hill areas to increase farmers’ income and also to replace
jhuming practice. Thrust will also be given to backward and
forward linkages for marketing and storage.

In respect of environment conservation, plantation of trees in
large scale, conservation of forests. lakes, wet lands, rain water-
harvest, catchment areas and agricultural lands will be given a
new thrust.

With a focus on balanced development of the hills and plains,
the infrastructure facilities, particularly development of roads
for connecting all villages will be completed by 2022.

Will take steps for immediate improvement of Imphal to Jiribam
Road NH- 37, besides improving NH- 2/AH-1 from Mao to Moreh.
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Development of sports is one area where the State has future
potential. Besides making all district sports complexes fumctiona,
facilities at schools and local levels will be extended.

For tourism, besides the historical places, other potential sites
including adventure tourism will also be developed.

For making the administration reach the grass root level, local
bodies will be further strengthened including District Councii.

Will focus on schemes which empower women and weaker
sections of society.

Being aware of the deep concern of the people of Manipur, every
effort will be made for protection of interests of the indigenous
local people. :

Various programmes of Art & Culture will be organizediim order
to instill spirit of fraternity and equality.
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